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Helen Barrow

Clean up at the Barrow Place Oct. 9, 1986.                   M & H BARROW 25 
1&2

Priorities and Faith

























North of Horton. Note rusted rails.    Silas Mistler  13-18  
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“We were wondering how these 
cattle got the last 8 feet from the 
water to the rooftop. I said it was 
obvious they used the meter box for 
a tow hold, but Cara says they had to 
use a ladder.” 
    “Could you provide any 
information on this? " 
     The letter was signed “Puzzled in 
Tennessee. “ 
    Kelso responded:  
    “In response to your inquiry as to 
how the cows got on the roof  may I 
say that at my mother's knee I 
learned that cows could jump over 
the moon. I confess I never quite 
understood the part about "Hey 
Diddle, Diddle the cat and the fiddle. 
“ 
    "So if  a cow could jump over the 
moon, it is obvious to me that I jump 
to a porch roof  is easy stuff  for a 
cow, and this is no bull.” 
    "I trust this clears up the matter if  

MOO-VE OVER - Remember, we 
told you last week and this call I'm 
about Richard Murray, who found a 
picture in a California newspaper of  
four cow stranded on a Ford Scott roof. 
Seems the bovines had swam to safety on 
the roof  when the water was high then 
had become stuck there when the water 
receded. 
    Since then we have found that Mr. 
Murray was not the only one who had 
dealings with that photo 
Judge H. A. Kelso of  Nevada received 
a copy of  the photo in the mail from 
Richard S. Jones, Tennessee 
newspaper editor with the photo 

When heavy rains fall in the 
Southeast Kansas, it takes about 12 
hours for the water to reach the local 
area. For heavy rain on the Bug 
Drywood Creek it takes 24 hours to 
reach the local area, and an average 
2’ flood will take 48 - 50 hours to rise 
and same to fall, depending on heavy 
ground foliage. We've noticed in 
summer and early fall, at times a 
flood was muddy other times clear. At 
no time in my life or my family's life 
of  living in the bottoms, had flood 
water been in the Home sites or the 
wells (before).  

Betty Joe Robinson
LAKE SCHELL-OSAGE - The outskirts of Shell City were covered with 
water Monday morning. This view, looking east over Shell City, shows 
water backed up to the edge of the post office in Shell, just south of the 
business district. (near the center of the photograph). The water covered 
Hwy AA to the south of Shell. This photo was taken when the water was 
standing at about 752 ft. above sea level. The Core of Engineers 
predicted that the water would crest at Shell city on Tuesday at a level of 
755 ft.

El Dorado Springs Sun photo

 It seems the cows had swam 
their during flooding, and were 
stuck there when the water went 
down. 
    When Mr. Murray read the 
information with the photo, he 
was surprised to find that the 
photo had been taken in Fort 
Scott. 
    "It was some surprise, finding 

Jerry was on the scene when the press 
photographers took the famous “cows-on-the-
roof ” picture in Belltown, October 4, 1986 and 
two weeks after the flood had his Film developed 
then submitted this picture for the 86 flood book 
for Fort Scott, kansas. The Press photographers 
photos were published throughout the world in 
newspapers, magazines, and on television.

Flood waters 
Take Their Own Time

SURPRISE - Recently, Richard R. and 
Maxine Murray, Nevada, received a gift 
from California in honor of  their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 
    While glancing through the California 
newspapers used as packing for the gift, 
Mr. Murray was stopped by a photo of  
three cows, perched on the roof  of  a home. 
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